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OLD COMEDY
RECLOTHED.

New Artists Try Their Talent on

"The School for Scandal" at

Daly's Theatre.

MUCH ADO ABOUT ADA.

Farce and Frivolity Run Wild in a

New Piay bv Corayns Carr
at the Lyceum.

CONCERNING "NERVES."
r_>

Hysteria on the Boards . From the
French.The Play and the Players.
Lydia Thompson in 'The Dazzler".
"U S. Mail."

There is at least as much to praise as to blame in
Mr. Daly's revival of "The School for Scandal."

If in principle we cannot but object to the dis-
dain lie shows for the stagecraft of his author; ir
we contend that such a man as Richard Brinsley
Sheridan knew what he meant when he arranged
his scenes anil question Mr. Daly's rieht to tamper
with them, on the wilier hand I think few people
will deny that some of the changes which we remarkedon Tuesday night have made the comedy
a better acting play.
So far, then, as the carpentering issue is concernedwo need not quarrel with the Daly version

of the masterpiece.
Though Mr. Daly has transposed and tinkered

freely he has at all events not ohanged his text
As for his cnts in the first act they were, perhaps,
Judicious. Were Sheridan alive he might approve
them.
But Mr. Daly had no shadow of a right to come

between us and the author as be has done by his
deliberate perversion of-the spirit and the meaning
of some characters in the play.
Nor c^n he be acquitted of.shall we say want

of knowledge?.for the mistakes which marred his
settings.

Anil, lastly, tt would be only rair to asjc wnetner,
with his company, it was not rather rash and illjudgedto produce a work of which the interpretationdemands not only talent but training and exr

perience, of a.kind which his actors cannot hope to
obtain in his theatre.

1 take exception to the very modern tone of Me.
Daly's actors, who fancy that because they do not
know how people spoke aud moved and smiled ia
the last century they need not learn.
They have one way of playinc comedy at Daly's

and only one. Whether the piece be Sheridan's or

Shakespeare's or E-chonthan's or Jerome's, tho
actors ar« always good, bright, middle class Araericans.They cannot make distinctions between
"now" and "then.',' They .change their costumes,
but they keep their characters.
Now this, with all respect, is not a virtue but a

fault, and I am beginning to think it is a fault past
meaning.
In each production it grows more painful and

, pronounced. It is the bad result of a false
system.of the Daly sjBtem.which, instead of
making actors fit their parts, adapts the parts
to the actors. So that, by what names 6oever they
may be described on the bills, the characters are

ilways Drew, Clarke, Lewis, Kehan, Gilbert.

This Is an old, Oil story, but a very true one.

And it is likely to be true'while Daly's lasts.
It does not matter.if you want to see, not Lady

Teazle, but Miss Kehan; not Joseph Surface, but
George Clarke: not Moses, but James Lewis.

"Isn't she just too cute! Isn't she just lovely!"
pushed a lady In the stalls when Miss Kehan was

announced at Lady Sneer well's.
I grant the cuteness and I grant the loveliness.

But they do not make Miss Kehan one bit more
tike Lady Teazle, to see whom (and not Miss Behan)
we had paid.
We all know what the author meant his Lady

Teazle to bo. She is a teasing, giddy, vain, but not
n. viil*yjtr wnman with a croort hpkrk lildddn fi.wa.v

somewhere beneath her flightiuess and coquetry,
a real regard for her old husband and at least a

f»tr share of refinement.
The change froiu the simplicity and dulness ot

I Iff' frI M y 1 »
vihs may nopeoN as Emma, whose nerves have

been shattered.

her country home, where she "played Pope Joau
with the curate," "read novels to her aunt" and
"strummed her father to sleep," to the fashionable
glitter of her life in London, has for the moment
turned ber head.
But it has not made ber coarse and callous. She

has not changed her nature with her wig. She is
a coquette, but not a cocodette.
The Lady Teazle of Miss Rehan is ill conceived

and inconsistent. In the two opening acts it
shocks you by its triteness and beartlessness. In
the later soenes it grows more plausible and
human. But how are we to reconcile the end with
the bsetnuing?
A littio woknt of breeding might be pardoned In

the lady. But not such boisterous ill taste and
lack of feeling as Miss Rehan displays in ber
jangles with Sir Peter; in the scene at the spinet;
and when she wheedles her fond spouse out of his
money.
Miss Rehan makes amends toward the close of

the play. In the screen scene she is touching and
most womanly.
Why is she guilty of her earlier sins? Why does

ehe romp about the stage like an untutored sohool
trirl? Why does she affect that dreadful swagger in
ber exits? Why does she gasp and sigh at us?
TVI. Q
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Because she is the spoiled child of the public and
because she has been trained in a bad school.
We are ourselves to blame as much as she is. Mr.

Daly is to blame. The Daly system is to blame.

John Drew would make an excellent Charles Surfaoeif he could rid himself of his stiff nineteenth
century air and borrow just a touch of Miss
Ileban's swagger.
He is too diffident for Charles. That worthy was

more reckless and more brilliant. Charles Coghlan
gave the cue to the character. I doubt if you, oo.uld
have a better model.
There is more Hare than Gilbert in Charles

m
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Wheatleigh's Sir Peter, but I do not like it less on

chat acoount.
Mrs. Gilbert's Mrs. Ctudour, Sianey Herbert's

Backbite, Harry Edwards' Sir Oliver, Miss Prince's
Lady Sneerwell are all in various ways alike commendableand clever.
But what can bo said for James Lewis' Quaker

Mosos.a Moses who "gags".or for the heavy and
labored Joseph Surfaco of George Clarke, the feebl«
Rowley of John Moora and most of the minor
characters?
And how can Mr. Daly defend the introduction

of a sword danco in the minuet danced in a London
room toward tho close of the last century (and
danced badly); or the Harrtsonian plush chairs
which disfigure his rocooo salon; or his queer brica-brac?
These, however, are trifles. I would not mention

them had the revival not been so pretentious.
Nor need they greatly mar your enjoyment ol

much that is both good and pleasing in Mr. Daly's
last production.
"Nerves" is the title of a three act farce, a translationby Comyns Carr, of Blum and Toch&'s play,

"Les Femmes Nerveuses," whioh was produced,
without pronounced success, at the Lyceum last
Monday.
"Les Femmes Nerveuses" wa3 a burlesque on a

tneme wnicn Das £>een used in many novels Dy
Zola, de Goncourt, Paul Alexis et hoc genius omne.

Neurosis has a meaning in France. It includes
half the ills that modern flesh is heir to. It explainshalf the crimes which startle us when we

take up our Figaro, It is the causo and the excuse
of many murders.
Perhaps neurosis has a meaning hero, too. But

it is not as yet a fashionable ailment, and as a subjectfor a farce it seems a failure.
We have met women as hysterical as Mrs. Armitageand Mrs. Buxom Brittle, but they are not so

common here as in France and therefore they do
not appeal to us so strongly as they did to the
frequenters of the theatre at which the play was

produced in Paris.
Such success as "Nerves" has scored in London

MONSIEUR CABAME& AND BIS A

is due. I suspect, to the actors by whom it was in

| terpreted. And if, par,impossibly, it should prove i

hit here, it will unquestionably owe its luck to Mis:
Kobson, Miss Cayvan, Miss Effie Shannon and the
other able artists who take part in the Lyceum per
formance.

The Armitages have not been wedded long, bu
they have passed the goldeu period of the honeymoon,and wlien the curtain rises they apneiar tc
be nearing the rooks which wreck so many happj
'couples,

Their Scylla is hysteria. Like Mrs. Brittle, bei
mother, Mrs. Armitage has fallen a prey tc
"nerves." If Mr. Armitage twiddles his tliumbe
or wags bis leg she gets excited. A broken teacuj
is magnified into a tragedy, and life becomes i

weary, angry tal© of tiffs and tantrums.
Poor Armitage at first endures in silence. Atlas

ho, too, grows nervous. His slavey Emma falls ar

early victim, and at tlie least complaint breaks oul
in sobs or giggles.
Mme, Zephyre Elaine, another victim, comes tc

see tors. Armitage about a servant's character. Shi
is encased to one Caramel, a confiseur.
The first aot, which suggests "The Lottery o

Jjove,"' ends with a quarrel between the Armitages
The wife gets augry and writps a silly letter to 2J
Caramel, whose name she has picked out of th

directory. * *

"I'll be divorced," she cries. "I'll join my Cara
mel!"
The door slams and down goes tlje'curtaiu.'
The second act transports .us to the 'coflfiseyr:'*

Caramel,- whose head is full af his .Zephype, i
driven almost mad by the ecceaitric behavior trf'thi
Brittles and the Armitages.
Emma, the slavey, has kept back the letter of hei

mistress. Not knowing this, the Brittles and thi
Armitages call on him. Mrs. Armitage wants to ge
back her letter. Her husband wants to kill hii
fancied rival. As for the Brittles. all thev seek ii
to hush up a threatened scandal. The wife takes
refuge in the bedroom of M. Caramel, where she is
discovered by Mr. Armitage, the Brittles anc

Zephyre. The curtain falls on a distracted Krouj
and a divorce seems certain.
Things come right in the third act, when Carame

cloars himself and Mrs. Armitage repents hei
folly. Emma explains that the letter which hai
caused so jnuch trouble (and prolonged the play
was never sent, und all ends happily.
"Nerves" is an artificial play, of course. It ii

unsuited to the boards of the Lyceum and un

worthy of the actors who adorn it. But it maj
serve as a link between "The Idler" and the
comedy which is to follow it.
Aud, well, it Is harmless.

With the exception of "The School for Scandal"
revival and the production of "Nerves," the onli
novelties we saw in the theatres last week were

Mr. Haddon Chambers' one act play, "The Open
Gate," and two farce eppjedies, "The Dazzler" anc

"U, S. Mail."
"Tlie Open Gate" will add but little to the fame o

its author, though it may prove useful as a prefactothe faroe at the Lyoeum.
As for the "Dazzler," in which Lydia Thompson,

the perennial blonde, appeared last week at th<
TarK Theatre, it is cheap and flashy.
Of "U. S. Mail" I cannot speak. I have no

seen it.

MR. BARRETT'S ITALIAN TRAGEDY
SOMETHING ABOUT THE NEW PLAT WHICH I

TO BE PRODUCED TO-MORROW NIGHT.
Alter daily rehearsals of over a fortnight Mi

Lawrence Barrett will produce the new Italia
tragedy, "(iuido Ferranti," for the first time o

any stage at the Broadway Theatre to-morro'
night. The name of the author of the tragedy
a good deal of a mystery, as Mr. Barrett and hi
manager refuse to reveal his identity.
The play is in live acts, and all its scenes are lai

in I'adua. The hero is tfuido Ferranti, who ha
Ku-nm an oath of venaeance aaainet his father'
murderer.
Ferranti discovers that the man be is looking fc

is the reigning Duke or Padua, at whose court h
has taken service and with whose young wife h
has fallen In love. Then follows a series of scene
expressing passions of love, hatred and reveagi
The death of the Duke hurries on the tragic endin
of the play.
Mr. Barrett will be Ferranti; Mr. Vroom, tb

Duke ot Padua; Mr. Smith, the Lord Justice; M
Lane, the Count Moranzone; Mr. Bruning, th
Captain of the Guard, and Miss Gale, the Ditches
of Padua. There are eighteen speaking charactei
in the tragedy.
The scenes will represent the market place i

Padua, the palace of the Duke of Padua, the porti
of the Duke's chamber, a hall of justice and th
prison ot Padua.

"THE LOUIsIANIAN."
"The Louisianian- is tue title or a new ana orij

inal play of international life and manners whic
-will shortly be produced at a matinee in tb
Madison Square Theatre.
The author. Colonel Alfrlend, if » Southerne

and the scenes in the play are laid alternately i
Paris and America. Tlie period at which the actio
takes place is the troubled time between the rii

IK HERALD. SUNDAY, JA;
and downfall of the First Napoleon, and the hero
is a young Franco-American, who falls in lova with
a fair Louislanian and takes service in the Grande
Arn.ee.
Miss Hampton and Mr. E. J. Henley will play the

parts of the heroine and hero.

L,ttAJNU£i3 AX iruij iHLaifitS.

THE NEW AND THE OLD PLAYS WHICH WILL BE
» SEEN DOBIXG THE WEEK.

The attraction at H. K. Jacobs' Theatre this week will
be "Money Mad."
Arrangements have been concluded for prolonging the

stay of the Japanese acrobats at the Eduu MuSce
another two month#.
'-"Nerves".will,b8 kept on at the Lyceum Theatre until
the end of Lent, when Mr. Krolirpan will make his promisedold comedy revival.
The new Manhattan Athletic Club liouso is to be

shown in Mr. Flton's play. "The Power of the Press,"
when it is produced at the ntar Theatre iu March,
"The Stepdaughter." Miss Annie Ward Tiffany's new

play, will be seen at the Colnmbus Theatre this week.
The play will be given with its original cast aud scenery.
Mr. Sidney Woollett's series of poetic recitals at the

Madisou Square Theatre will begin on the afternooa of
February 9. His first recital will be "Lays of Ancient
tyouie."
Miss Rose Coglilan intonds to produce for the first

time to morrow night Mr. Chnrles Meade's own dramatizationof his sketch, "Art a Dramatic Tale," at the Park
Theatre. Philadelphia.
"A Dark Secret" returns to the city to-morrow night at

the Grand Opera House. It is taid that the play has
been translated into German and is shortly to bo given a
production in Bremen.
Another small band of Indians from the Fort Keogh

Reservation will join those already at the Palaco Museum
to morrow. On tho stage "i'be Pirates of Penzuncu'' will
bp given, in addition to a specialty hill, during tho week.
Mme. Bernhardt will begin bar season at the Garden

Theatre on t'obmary 5 in "La Tosca." Du<iuo«ne will ba
Le Baron Scarpla; Floury, Marie (JavauadosM; Angelo,
Cesaro Angulotte and Jane Me, the Heine Marie Caroine.
The Muoocheners will hold the stage at the Amberg

Theatre throughout the prosent week. The repertory is
as followsTo-morrow, Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday."Per Protzenbauer;" Wednesday aud Friday, "Dae
Nullerl,'*
Miss Laura Burt seems to he the srenoral understudy

for all the female characters in ' UlUe Joans." burins
the past week -Miss Judith Heroldc, who plays the part of
the adventuress, fell 111, and Miss Burt took her place at
short notice.
Preparations are at present under way to give "The

County Fair" a production on the Pad tic slopo in a few
weeks. The deal looking forward to the presentation of
the comedy in Australia next season U said to have been
consmama ted.
Mr. Marcus Mayer has mode arrangements to present

Miss Fanny Davenport in "Cleopatra" at the Broadway
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IDS.--"SERVES," A.T THE ^YCEtM.

Theatre on March 30 for a Ions '"'in. Miss Davenport
reopens her season in Boston on Tuesday at the Ilollis

* Street Theatre.
3 A fat man and a skeleton will frlve boxing exhibitions
j during the week at Doris' Eighth Avenue Museum.

Among the freaks will be a magnetic girl. At the HarlemMuseum Commodore Foote and his sister wi.l bo the
principal curios.
"Hazel Kirke" is to he revived at the People's Theatre

i to-morrow night by Miss Effie Ellsler. Mr. Oouldock will
play bis original part of Dunnan Klrke, and Mr. Frank
Weston, who was also in the orlgiqal production, will
piay aquire itouney. VI
Mllo. Agnes Charcot, the French hypnotist, has been

T engaged to appear at Worth's Museum this woek. The
other feniures will be the Satnoan warriors and Miss
Grace Cortland, who was known some years ago as the

I' 'Witch of Wall Street."
It 1<i now definitely announced that the Jefferson

Florence combination will contihuo noxt season, and
1 that its tour will be opened at the Garden Theatre in

October. Mrs. John Drew and the other members of the
company haTe been re-encaged.1Tlio Windsor Theatre's attraction this w»ek is to be "A
Midnight Boll." The cast will bo almost the same as the
one which gave the comedy at the Bijou Theatre during

' its run there. Mr. Richards being the deacon, Mr. Cautfield: the bad boy and Mr! Dillon the clergyman,
u There will be three new one-act pieces presented at the

benefit to bo given Miss Annie Russell at Palmer's Theatreon February 10. Mr. Palmer's company, the Lycpuin
Theatre company, Mr. Charles Frohmau's company and

> Mr. Harrigan's company will take part iu the pei'formBance.

The specialty bill at Kostor h Bial's this week will includethe names of the Alexandroff Brothers. Miss Minnie
f Cunningham, Napjer and Marzetto, Miss Annie Wilmuth

and the Japanese troupe of jugglers. Miss Camille de
Mai has been engaged to play tho principal part in the
burlesque of "Nero."

B Miss Minnie Palmer will bogin her starring tour in "A
Mile a Minute" at Miner's Newark Theatre to morrow
night. The olay is bald to contain a number of sensationalmechanical effects. In Mjss Palmer's support will
be Mis* Liszie Derions Daly, Miss Beverly Sitgreaves,
Mi'. Charles Coote and Mr. Hj^rry Clifton.
Mr. Joseph Hattvn's/?riginal drama, "John Medhara's

BoubW has been placed in rehearsal at Palmer's 'fheatre,to follow-'Mudalj." The play is:founded ou Hattuu's
navel of tho,same, liame. In the p.lay Mr. W.i lard will

® plXy a dual part,' mat "of edod roan and villain. The chief
j hero hi a .financier and politician and the scenes are laid

in tugland and America.
"Babofl IB tho Wood" will be followed at Niblo's next

f weak by the new local melodrama. "Noah's Ark." This
play is said to deal with the dark side of life in the
metropolis and to contain some realistic mechanical

t effects. It js quite likqly that Manager Qilmorewiil
present the new London pantomine, "Beauty and the

3 Beast," during the holidays next season.
5 "The Old Homestead," with Uncle Josh, Happy Jack,

Cy Prine and all its o.ther interesting characters of New
England life, will return to th» stage of the Academy of

i Music to-morrow night. Mr. Thompson quickly dis,coverod that "Josh Whltcomb," which ha has been giving1 for the past two weeks, was not the drawing attraction
) it once was and for that reason he has shelved it.

A big revival of "The Two Orphans" is promised by
Miss Kate Claxton at the Grand Opera House next woek.

1 Miss Claxtdn will, of course, be the blind girl, and Miss
Kittie Blanchard. who is Mrs, Mclioe llnjukin in private
life. Is to play h<sr original part of Henrietta. Miss Olax5ton means to present the play with as n.any members of
the original Union Squa.ro Theatre cast >s she can.

"Nero" will bo presented at the Standard Theatre tomorrownight, remaining there for a week. .Mr. Wilton
Lackoye ha? rejoined the company, ar.d will be seen in
the title part. Air. Buckley, who played the part of Nero
for a time, is said to have left the company in a huff
The Aete will be Miss Mario iien.io. Professor IJarling
and his lions and dogs will bo seen in the spectacle.

> "The Stiver Shield" will be given for the fiftieth time
in America at the Madison Square Theatre on Friday
evening by Miss Vokes. who closes her engagement this
week. Next week Mr. Palmer's regular company returns
to the house iu "Sunlight and Shadow," a domestic
comedy in three acts by .Mr. K. C. Carton. Tho company
will include Jlossrs. Barryuiore, Holland and Kobincon

7 and Miss llarriBou and Mies Miller. Mrs. Booth will not
be in the cast.
"Beau Brummel" will be given for the S5f)th time on

1 Friday at the Garden Theatre. Tho souvenirs which win
i be distributed will contain a portrait of Mr. Mansheid

4
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special matinee is to ba giveu on Wednesday, when Miss
f Cameron will be seen as Nora in Ibsen's "Doll's House."
I Next week Mr. Mansfield and his company will be seen
a at the Harlem Opora House.

Mr. Crane will end his star at the Star Theatre in '"The
Senator" on Saturday night, when he will make a fnropwall speech. Among those who are expected to be t»reicntto hear Mr. Crane talk about gat; iaw and the tariff
are Lieutenant Governor Jones, hpoaker Sheeliau. ten
htate Konators and their wives and a number of Assemblymen.A week from to morrow night "Mr. Hotter, of

* Texas," will be given its first production, with Mr. Frank
Mordaunt in the title part.
Mr. l'astor announces that the Glanserrett troupe of

accobats, which will appear at his theatre this week, is
" the only troupe that lias ever apooared before yueen
S Victoria. The troupe consists of ad\ilt acrobats, and Mr.

Pastor says this country has never seen their like. The
others on Mr. Pastor's bill this week are Miss Maggie
Cllne. the St. Felix Sisters, Edwin French, the three

* Lorellas, J. E. Drew. Dolhauer, the mitn frog; 'Melding,
q the juggler; Professor Maccann aud Hyan, the "mad

musician." ^
II Messrs. Rich and Harris will present Mr. Janios TyPowers as a 6tar at the New Park Theatre to morrow

night in Mr. John J. McNally'* farcical comedy. "A
18 Sti aight Tip." The farce has been (riven throughout the
18 early part of the season in the i ar West. The companyincludes Messrs. Peter F. Italy, John Sparks. Kichard
,j Gorman and F. T. Ward, and Miss Emma Hanlo.v and

Miss Delia Stacey. The music is by Messrs. Richard
Stabl, llenry Sator, John Phillips Souser and Edgar8 Smith. The farce is a satire on the racing craze.

"The Nominee" will be given its first production in this,r city to-morrow night by Mr. Nat Goodwin at the Bilnu
8 Thoatre. where it is booked for a long stay. The play is
e an adaptation of "Lo Depnt6 de Bombignac," which was
lS seen here in its original a few years ago. "The Candi,date," which Mr. Wynham produced at 1'almer's during

his stay last year, was an English adaptation of the play.f> The version Mr. Goodwin is to present is said to
have been Americanized. The company includes Mr.

ifl Paul Arthur, Mr. Lindsay Hurst, Mr. John II. Urowne.
r. Miss Grace Kimball and Miss Margaret Fitxpatrlck.
0 "TUs Nominee" will be preceded by the "Outside llaq."

a one act comedy by Mr. Augustus Thomas.

SU11PA8SINU.
n
il "What do you think of Harkins as a talker?"
6 "He is brilliantly dull."

THE PINK PERSIMMON,
g-

h [From the Dallas (Texas) News.]
l0 The tendorest and most beautiful fruit on earth

is the large, clear, pink persimmon, as it grows and
r> ripens in the old Statos, with their moist climate
®

and thick foliage. Its cheeks are not burned by
so the sun, as they are in Texas.

I
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TOLSTOI IKES WAR
ON FALSE SPIRITS.

A Dramatic Satire from the Pen of the
Great Russian Writer.

"THE FRUITS OF SCIENCE."

Scenes in the Drawing Rcoms and Servants'
Hnlis of St. Petersburg.

Count Tolstoi is untiring. '

At an ago when most men would be courting rest
ho goes oa writing, working, analyzing. He has

imposed a task upon himself and. though ho fall,
he will perform it.
The latest effort from his pen which has reached

us is as curious in its way as his novelet. It will
not rouse such fierce and futile controversy as the
"Kreutzer Sonata," but it will certainly attract
ail who profess an interest in the strange evolutionsof ^thought and superstition of modern
liussia.
To onjoy the full savor of the play which Tolstoi

calls "Tho Fruits of Scienca" ("Fruits of Culture'
may be a better rendering of the title) you should
read it in the Russian. It is impossible to give tho
pungent point of the original in English. Or, if
the idiom of the author be beyond you, a French
translation, which has recently aooeared in Paris
("Lea J'ruita do la Science," Lemerre), may be commendedas an approach to the original.
"The Fruits of Science'' is a satire, in dramatio

form, on the vanity and folly of the Russian
nobie®. It would hardly suit the boards. It is too

sketchy for that. But it will more than repay you
to react it In the study, for which, we may assume,
it was intended.
The plot of the play, which has four aots, is laid

jn the mansion of the Svesaintzev family, in St.
Petersburg, and, disdaining ail dramatio conventions,the author has devoted himself infinitely
less to incident and action than to the portrayal of
certain types of character.
He has evolved some hundred bits of dialogue,

for convenience oalled scenes, in which he unfolds
a simple tale of "spiritualistic" fraud and trickery.
The plot, however, is a mere pretext for studying
various social phases, for allowing the writer to
contrast the cras3 dulness of a group of peasants
with the fatuous frivolity of the Svesdintzevs and
the set iu which they move, and for showing us

how both are regarded in the servants' hall in
whioh they come together.
Leonid Fiodorovitoh, the head of the Svesdintzev

lamny, is a rair specimen or many ttussian nobles.
Weak, credulous, well meaning, steeped in the
prejudices of casie, after withdrawing frotn the
army he has found "his occupation gone," and to
kill time has, with his foolish wife, becoma a ferventadept of "spiritualism."
The emptiness and folly of the life he leads is

mercilessly pictured by Count Tolstoi. Improvident,like most men of his class, he has drifted
into debt, and to meet some engagement mora

pressing than the rest has resolved to sell some
land in the provinoes.
His wife, Anna Pavlovna Svesdintzevna, is a victimof "nerves." She spends her days in treating

her imaginary ailments, and when she is not

ilP®§
LEONID FIODOROVITCH.

wrangling with her (servants or pestering her doctorshe devotes herself to investigating the more
or less surprising "phenomena" of "spiritualism."
The Svesdintaov olive branches, Vassili and

Betsy, are types of young Russia. They have a

veneer of culture, they are familiar with Parisian
slang and they have dabbled in various' "isms."
But at bottom they are silly and ill balauced creatures,to whom life has little serious.
Beside them a pert and pretty lady's maid, called

Tania, seems almost clever. Tania has more than
one admirer in the servants' ball. A valet, Grigori,pursues her with not particularly virtuous attentions,but she prefers Semion, a rustic underbutler,whom she has promised to marry.
There is much humor in the opening scenes

which reflect the disorder and recklessness of
fashionable housekeeping in Russia. The characters.mastersand servants.the foppish Grigori,
Jakov, the butler; Fiodor, the pompous, but affableboay servant of Leonid Fiodorovitch; Sernion,
Tania and the rest, are all well drawn and real.
Perhaps the most striking of them all, however, is
a drunken cook, who nas been discarded by his employersand now hangs about what was his kitchen,
living on the scraps thrown him by the other servants,and consoling himself in his misfortune by
drearily recalling his past prosperity and cursing
the hardness.of the hobles.
The character of Anna Pavlovna is described in

the appended dialogue. The speakers are her doctorand a visitor called Sakatoff.

The Doctor.Ah, good day.
Sakhatoff.Good day. Doctor. (They bow.)
The Doctor.I thought you were abroad. Have

you called to see Leonid Fiodorovitch?
Sakhatoff.I have. And what brings you here?

is any one mr

The Doctob (smiling)..Not exactly. Ladies are

fanciful, you know. They will sit up till three at
night playing whist and pinch their waists in,
and when they're nervous and well on in years
Sakhatoff (laughing).Is that how you explain

your diagnosis to Anna Pavlovna? It can't be
very pleasant for her.
The Doctoh (laughing).It's true, though. She is

every bit as whimsical as I say. What is the consequence?The digestive organs get out of order.
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the liver goes wrong and we have nervous at
tacks. The constitution is upset and I am fetched
in to patch it up. Oh, these women are dreadful
(Smiles.) By the bye, you've turned spiritualist,
hear?
Sakhatoff.I? Not a bit of it. I'm an anti

spiritualist, it I'm anything.
The Doctor.Well, it's hard to go against suet

evidence as KrougosvetofFs. A university pro
fessor, my dear sir, and a man of Europear

.celebrity. We may scoff, but there's something ii

- Y
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j it. I've often wished to attend a stance, but J
never get time. I'm too busy. (To Tania).Is
Madame up?
Tania.Madame is in her bedroom. Won't you

walk in?
Sakha-toff.Well, I'll see you later.
The Doctob.Delighted. (Exeunt Doctor and

Sakhatotl by opposite doors,)
As you may suppose, the fads and the vices of the

salon, are freely discussed down stairs. But the
comments are not very cruel. We hear nothing
like the awful cynicism which Zola ascribes to the
servants in "Pot-bouille," for instance, and if.
after listening to the gossip, we despise the
Svesdlntsevs we do not dislike them very actively.
Th«y are evidently victims of the peculiar constitutionof society in Kussia, and their badness

and folly are due to their training. They have inheritedtheir scorn for "the lower classes," aDd
their inanity is the result of many centuries of
idleness and luxury and self-indulgence, Which
have onfeebled their brains and unfitted tliem for
the stern work and duties of the world.
The arrival of three peasants in the first act gives

the play new interest. The rustics have oome up
from Koursk to see Leonid Fiodorovitcu, of whom
they are anxious to buy some land in their vil't
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lags. Tho noble hesitates. He is bard and wants
some cash, while the peasants suggest part down
and instalments. Tolstoi makes the most of the
incident, using it to display the grossness, the
tenacity and ignorance of tho rustics, which form
a curious foil to the disdainful elegance of Anna
Pavlovna, the patronizing kindness of her spouse
and the pertness of the Svesdintsev lackeys.
And here we may do well to quote again.
£nt«r tl>ree.pe»s»nts. preceded 1)7 Tania.
Tahia.This way! ThiB way!
Fiodob Ivanovitch.I just gave orders they wore

not to come in.
Griooki.That's one up against you, old muddlebead.
Tania.Don't mind them, Fiodor Ivanovitch.

They can wait in the corner here.
Fiodob Ivanovitch.They'll dirt the floor.
Tania.They wiped their feet, I'll clean the

floor up anyhow. (To the peasants).There. Sit
down. (The peasants remain standing in embarrassedattitudes, fumbling with their handkerchiefs,in which they have wrapped some presents
for the master of the house.a cake, some eggs and
embroidered napkins. They bow awkwardly to'FiodorIvanovitch.)
Gbigori (to Fiodor Ivanovitch;.Fiodor Ivanovitch,they say there's lots of style about Pironiiert'sboots. Do you think they'd beat that chap's?

(He points to the feet of oj^of the peasants.)
Fiodob Ivanovitch.f°^f always a making game

of people.
Fiodob Ivanovitch (rising and approaching the

the peasants).Good day, my friends. Good day.
First Peasant.Service! Could you tell us how

to get speech with Monsieur.
Fiodob Ivanovitch.What do you want? Somethingabout some land, isn't it? '

FittftT Pr.Afiivr.That's what it is. Sftmfl land we

want to buy. Could some one say we've come
about it?
Fiodob Ivanoyitcu.All in good time. Wait

here and I'll announce you. (Exit.)
* * * * * # *

IiKonid Fiodorovitch <to peasants).Now, then,
what can I do for you?
Second Pkasant.First accept our presents.
First Peasant.Village offerings, look you.
Tsinn Peasant.Don't refuse them. You

mustn't do that. We want to show that we honor
you as much as our own fathers.
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Leonid FiodoroviTcb.Fiodor, taite these thing;
away.
Fiodor IvanovitcB (to peasants).Hand them tc

me. (Ho takes the gifts.)
Leonid Fiodokovitch.Now, what's your busi

ness?
First Peasant.If you please. Your Grace, we'v<

como'to see Your Grace. * * *

Leonid Fiodokovitch.Yes, I know that. Bu
what do you want?
First Peasant.We've come about the lane

thut'g for Bale.
Leonid Fiodorovitch.What do you mean? Ar

you buyers?
First Peasant.Sure enough, we are. You mad

an offer to sell us some land last summer
and * * * and * * * the Assembly has give
us full powers to make arrangements with yo
* * * in the reg'lar way, tnreugh the medium o

the Btate Bank and with the usual stamps. * *

Leonid Fiodorovitch.That's to say, yon wisl
to buy some land of me through the intermedial
of the bank. Is that what you mean?
First Peasant.Surely, and we want to paj

The total's thirty-two thousand eight hundred an

sixty-four rubles,
Leonid Fiodorovitch.That's correct. And ho<

do you mean to pay me?
1 Fibbt Peasant.Well, the Assembly would lik
I you to name the dates for the payments in insta
[ ments required by law, as we spoke of last Bum

mer.and to begin with, you'll get four thousan
rubles at once.as is only right and proper.
Second Peasant.Four thousand rubles dow

l and the rest can wait.
.Third Peasant.Aye, and you may trust u

i We'd rather mortgage our o*n homes than a<

1 [ wrong by you. * * * That we would. Ther

1.
* * Isn't that fair? Let's call it settled. * * '

Come now.

Lkbid Fiodorovitch.But X wrote to say that 1
would only sell if you could settle in cash.
First Peasant.Why, you see, sir, we'd like m

well enough, surely, but it isn't possible.
Leonid Fiodorovitch.Then what's to be done?
First Feasant.The Assembly hoped as how,

seein' as you proposed the instalments yoursell
l»st summer * * *

Leonid Fiodorovitch.That was last summer. 1
could have accejited the arrangement then. Now 1
cannot.
Second Peasant.What's that? Didn't you lead

us to beliova you'd accept? And now that we've
had this paper made out and scraped togother the
money * * *

Third Peasant.Don't be hard on us, little
father. We've very little land. There isn't room
on it for the fowls, let alone the oxen. (He bends
his head.) Do not commit a sin, little father! (He
bows low again.)
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last year. Hut events have ocourred since then
w hich compel rue to change my mind.
Second Peasant.To be sure. But without this

land we shall degenerate and in short.degenerate.
Third Peasant.We've so little land. There isn't

room for the chickens, let alone the cows. Have
pity on us little father! Take the money.

Wearied of haggling Leonid Fiodorovitch retires
to consult the "spirits," and out of this grows the
great scene in the play.

A. seance has been arranged at the Svesdintsevs,
but the modium on whom they counted is ill. In
this pass Leonid Fiodorovitoh has recourse to his
servant, Semion, who, he hears, has strange modiumisticpowers.
The greater part of the third act of "The Fruits

of Science" is filled by an amusing presentment of
the seance. Here Tolstoi goes to the limits of the
farcical. The credulity of the people who attend
the stance, the incredulity of the inevitable scepticsand the mock erudition of a savant who "ex- jSgj
plains" the mysterious phenomena of spiritualism
are humorously sketched. The author enters into
the task of ridiculing the humbug of the spiritualistswith all the zest that our "Bob" IngersoU might
have in exposing Brahminism.
He lets us into all the secrets of the business and

rtTiiiAlrl*H ftrai- t.hn Hfmnlirtitv of th« fi&Vant Wha
goes miles out of bis way to invent theories to ex*

plain obstinate facts and bas a lecture ready to
meet all objections.
The phenomena at the stance are produced, o{

course, by natural means.
Tania, to oblige the peasants, has promised to

work the spirits in their interest and obtain heS
master's assent to the sale of the land for which
they hanker. With the connivanoe of her lover,
Semlon, whom she has coached before the meeting,
she produces the most startling manifestations
and finally induces the landowner to sign the
transfer of the ooveted property.
The denouement of the play (if a dialogue^

sketch like "The Fruits of Science" can be called a

pk I
1

THE FEASANTS.

play) is as simple and wholly undramatic as the

Mile, Tania's tricks are found out. Her mistress'
eyes are opened. But the savant refuses to bo
lieve he has been duped and remains a Arm
believer in the "spirits."
As for Tania and her lover, they depart with the

peasants, delighted with the triumph of their
fraud.
The moral of the play is somewhat trite, but it is

plain. So plain that those who run may read it,

NOTES OF MUSIC.
Tha postponed Paehniann recital will be given in

Cbickerins Hall to-morrow afternoon at three o'clock.
The dates for the De Fasbraana recitals, si finally announced,are Monday, Tuesday and Thursday of this

week.
The popular priced Sunday evenings concerts beguft

last Sunday in the Masonic Temple will be continued
next Sunday.
Tho Manuscript, Society's second concert will be given

in Chickerin g Hall on Wednesday. February 4. It will
be given without an orchestra.
Frau Ritter Goetze and Frau Seholler are the sol'oista

engaged for the fourth symphony concert next Friday
afternoon and Saturday evening, January 30 aud 31.
The second concert of the Schubert Club will be given

In Lenox Lyceum Monday evening, February 2. The
singers will be assisted by the Mew York Philharmonic
Club.
Mr. Walter Damrosch will continue his present series /'I

of lecture recitals in the Berkeley Lyceum to-inonow
afternoon. The first act of ' Die Meisterslnger" will be
the tliome of to-morrow's lecture.
Mme. Marguerite de Pachmann arrives thia morning

on the steamer Spree. She speaks highly of her trip
through the provinces in England, and will give a series
of concerts in this city and also out of town.
"Mme. Minnie Hank sailed from Bremen on the Trave
last Wednesday and will make her appearance in the
Metropolitan about the end of January. Mme. Hauk
has been especially engaged to sing In "Carmeu."
Mile. Nina Bertini will give a concert in Steinway Hall

on Thursday, February 19. She will be assisted byoil>;,o»ll., ni.nict 111, H nlh» Wall bn.i>n
It'Tw announced that four Tery pretty girls will act an
ushers.
A concert performance of fragments from Wagner's"Parsifal" will be given in the Metropolitan on Sundayevening. February 15, under the direction of Herr rieidl.

Frau Scholler, Krnu Hitter Ooetze, Herr Gudebus, IJerr
Fischor, Herr Relcamann and Ilerr Bebrens will appear
as the soloists.
The members of the Amberg Operetta Company, sixtyfourin all, move to the Hammerstein Opera House this <

we«!i, to give the German version of "1'oor Jonathan."
Peobold, Loowe and Brackle will be in the cast. The orchestra,numbering twenty-four, will oe under the directionof Mr. Charles Stix.
A testimonial concert, for the benefit of the veteran

buffo, Slgnor Ferranti, will be given on February 21, underthe auspices ofrSiguor Campanini, at Chickering
Hall. Signor Campanini, Signor Del Puente. Mile. Da
Vere and other favorite artists have volunteered their
serviees.
The 350th night of "Poor Jonathan," in Vienna, will be

reached next week. As a souvenir of the occasion compositephotographs of all the artists of the four Europeancompanies and of tho Casino company will be dis- >

tributed. J very soat and box iu the Casino has been
sold to the National Builders' Association for the eveuingof February 11. This will be the largest theatre
party the Casino has ever had.
Herr Xaver Scbarwenka will give his first piano recital

in Falmer'B Theatre on Thursday afternoon, January
J For his programmo be has chosen Chopiu's fantasie,

opus 4'.). two preludes, opus 28. and scherro; Schumann's <
Kreisleriana. opus 15 (Nos. 1, 4 aud 5), and Nacbtstueck,

> opus 2y; liflethoven's sonata, opus 27; Liszt's polonaise ,

in C minor, and the Tell overture (Rossini) and three '

numbers of his own.a thome and variations, opus 4t>; a

mormeit, opus 49, snd staccato etude, opus 27.
The lirat production in New York of "Eve," a mystery,

in three parts, by Massenet, will be Riven in the Lenox
> Lyceum. Thursday ovoning. February 5, by the New \ <>rk

Chorus Society. The soloists will be Mrs. Anna Hurch,
-Mr. K. 1J. Young, of Chicago, and Mr. William Uannii>t"».

t '1 he second part of the programme will consist of Schumann's"liypey for chorus and orchestra: the
Komanza from "Willam Ratcliff." given for the flrst time

I in New York and conducted by the composer. Emlio
Villi. and "U Koman de l'ierrot et de t'ierretto," byliurgmoin. ulso for ttie Hrst time in New York.

6 The programme for the socor.d Orpheus Society con
cert, to he given in Cliickering Uall on Thursdiiv
evening. January 2«, has been made up entirely of

Q selections by American composers. Ma*. Vogdch.
Homer N. Barbtett, Henry Holden Hubs, l. a.
McDowell, Arthur Koote. leropleton Strong, Kruno
Oscar Klein, Carl Walter and Dudley Buck arc on
the programme Miss Kate J'orcy Douglass will be

u the soloist of the concert, and the Thomas orchestra
. will accompany the club in a number of tbe chorus£ numbers, and will be heard In two orchestral numbers.
* At the Thomas concert this evening in the Lenox ^
k Lyceum Mls» .Mary Howe, soprano, and Mr. Max HeTidix, *

violinist, will bo the soloists; Miss Howe will sing aro
y Nome," from "Rigoletto." and "The Nightingale,' l.v

AlibrieC. and Mr. Hendtx will play the Hajranini tnem'e
and variations, "l'1'alpitl." Among the orchestral ninnr.bers are Rubinsteins "Ivan IV'., the Terrible;" the

. scherzo from Bizet's "Snlto Koma." some now Norwegian
dances by (iriog, Benoit's "Scene du Kal," from "Char
lotte Oorday," Auber's "Massaniello" overture, Wsguer's"Uuldlgung's March," and a serenade for string orcheswtra by Amorlco (joni, of this city.
For the opera thin week first nights are annonv.ced.

"Siegfried" will be sung on Wednesday, with Herr (iniJe- I
6 hus in the title rdle; Herr KemliU as .Mime. Horr Keich[.mann as Wotan, Herr Luria as Alberich, lleir JI

Bebrens as Fafnor, Frau Kitter-Goetze as fcrda.
i- Frau Mielke as Brynhlldar and Frl. Jennie Broch
j as the Forest Bird. On Friday "The Harbor

of Bagdad" will be revived, with llerr Fischer in
the pitrt of Abul Hassan, Herr Muller as Mustanba,
Frl. Jalin as Margiana, Frl. Huhn as Kastaua, Herr Uij»npel as N-ureddin, Herr Suria as tho Caliph. The long
promised ballet "'Dresden Uhina" will follow the opera.
Mile. Frneler and a eorpa do ballet of 2fK) is announced

B« to appear. To-morrow evening "L'Afrioaiue will bj
,*. repeated with ihe same cast as that with which it w<< J

given last week and at the Saturday mating? "Siegfried"
8. will be the attraction.
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